
SETU President, Professor Veronica Campbell 

Waterford Chamber of Commerce launch 21.10.22 

Tánaiste, ladies and gentlemen, it is a pleasure to say a few words this morning on behalf of 

South East Technological University, or SETU as we are known. I’d like to thank Waterford 

Chamber for inviting me; members of the Chamber have been such a support to SETU in 

championing its establishment over the years, and now in welcoming me to the south east. 

As you will know, SETU was formally established on 1 May and Minister Harris will be with us 

next week at our formal launch event. With 18,000 students, 1,800 staff, five locations and 

delivering courses that span apprenticeships to PhDs, SETU is a significant arrival on the Irish 

university scene, the south east is now a ‘university region’ and Waterford a university City. 

The remit of SETU is to support: 

- the skills and talent required by the region; 

- to augment the R&D capability of the region; 

- and to play our role in helping businesses to innovate and scale.  

The proximity to a university is a key enabler and across the south east region no industry 

should be much more than 30 minutes from SETU; many impressive companies are in fact co-

located or in the surrounding neighbourhood of an SETU campus.  

I’m thinking of the IDA business park which sits adjacent to our campus here in Waterford 

with lots of interactions through curricular co-creation, internships and research 

collaboration. Industry engagement with our Technology Gateways continues to be vibrant 

and productive, with thousands of applied research projects being conducted with these 

Enterprise Ireland-funded Gateways since their formation in areas such as advanced 

manufacturing, industrial design, telecommunications and pharma. 

With this new technological university, we have the opportunity to drive regional innovation 

and economic, social and cultural prosperity;  

- to reverse the brain-drain in the south-east; 

- to foster an entrepreneurial culture;  

- and to improve educational access for all cohorts.  

SETU aims to be a leading European Technological University and that will bring new know-

how and talent into the south east. One example is our membership of a new European 

university alliance involving 8 other European universities with a shared interest in smart 

urban coastal sustainability. I was in Brussels last week to meet my counterparts and this pan-



European collaboration is highly relevant to the South East and the industries that work in the 

context of coastal sustainability now and, importantly, into the future. 

The current priority for me is to lead the development of our first strategic plan which will 

provide the roadmap for the university for the next 5 years. 

We will be: 

- Improving access and providing flexible educational opportunities for all. This is 

important given the demographic growth projections of the south east; 

- Developing and deepening regional and international partnerships with businesses, 

industry, the SME community, government, and with cultural and social organisations; 

- Meeting regional and national skills requirements, developing future skills and 

fostering an entrepreneurial culture and mindset in staff and students; 

- And building capacity for research, including increasing our numbers of PhD students 

in collaboration with local industry and enterprise. 

In order to achieve these goals we will need to put the right structures in place and that means 

the right physical structures. Campus development is a priority and is essential. We need to 

be able to accommodate growth and provide affordable student housing. 

And it means the right organisational and administrative structures. We are a large, 

ambitious, multi-campus university, spread across the south east. This makes us a new type 

of university and there is real strength in a regional focus. 

Properly enabled, SETU will deliver for this region and for Ireland.  We have superb staff, our 

graduates are in demand and we have a supportive external stakeholder community, 

including the people who are here today. 

I have been so delighted to see the enormous enthusiasm there is for SETU across this region. 

The University is an integral part of the innovation ecosystem for the south east and my team 

and I, supported by our Governing Body, are committed to SETU playing a strong role in the 

development and prosperity of the region and its people. 


