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Good afternoon and welcome to the 2022 SETU Research Awards. This is a great day of 

celebration and recognition of the amazing research that is conducted across our campuses.  

Congratulations to all of you who have been shortlisted; it is testament to the quality of our 

research community, your hard work, your creativity and perseverance that we’ve had such 

excellent nominations.   

Research isn’t easy but it is great fun and its very often a collaborative endeavour. Sometimes 

the impact of research is immediate, sometimes the application of fundamental research isn’t 

realised until many years after the initial discovery. In other words, research takes many 

shapes across different disciplines with outputs that may be original knowledge, an 

innovation, a new policy or an artistic output.  

SETU can take pride in a broad disciplinary base which is reflected in this year’s nominations. 

As someone who is new to SETU, I have been delighted to get familiar with the research that 

goes on in our university. As host to 4 Enterprise Ireland Technology Gateways and a partner 

in 6 SFI Centres we are deeply engaged with the national research agenda. Earlier this month 

it was announced that SETU has been awarded funding for 15 research projects from the Irish 

Research Council across many disciplines – this bodes well for our research growth. 

I’ve been interacting with industry leaders and organisations across the south east and they 

are thrilled with the collaborative research projects we are pursuing with them and they want 

to deepen those relationships. We also support 65 companies in our incubation facilities and 

will be taking steps to further our existing engagement with SMEs to assist their innovation 

and growth.  

As the only university in the south east, we are the anchor institution for research and 

development and are positioned to be the catalyst to shape the Innovation Region to derive 

economic, social and cultural benefit. 

What is particularly impressive about SETU’s research achievements is the fact that you 

operate with an out-of-date academic contract that makes no reference to research at all. This 

discrepancy has been acknowledged by the OECD and their associated report on this matter 

is expected to be published later this year, which I very much welcome. 

A key factor that differentiates a technological university from a legacy IoT is that the 

Technological Universities Act clearly states that TUs must pursue excellence in the conduct 

of research relevant at regional, national and international levels. This is also captured in 



Ireland’s research and innovation strategy – IMPACT 2030 – which mentions TUs retaining 

their regional focus, balanced with demonstrating international excellence.  

This focus on research is the transformational step for TUs and will need to be supported with 

an appropriate academic contract and institutional R&I capability-building through funding 

schemes such as ERDF. I would also absolutely love to see a TU-specific research call similar to 

the PRTLI funding calls that completely transformed the research landscape for universities 

from the late 1990s, with the benefits from that investment still apparent today. 

A man who knows more than most about research funding is our special guest, Philip Nolan, 

Director General of Science Foundation Ireland. I’m delighted that Philip is with us in SETU 

today. Not only is he at this awards ceremony, but he is also taking the time to visit our various 

research facilities and meet with some of our researchers, and I just know that he will be 

impressed by what he sees and hears this afternoon, as I have been in recent months. 

I’ve known Philip since the early 1990s when the research environment in Ireland was very 

different; I was dating a friend of Philip’s in London, who I went on to marry as it turned out! 

And when I moved to Ireland Philip gave me good advice about a Health Research Board post 

doc fellowship I’d applied for and was preparing for the interview as he’d gone through the 

process recently himself. At that time, funding for post docs, and for research more generally, 

was sparse, which is why the injection of funding through a dedicated PRTLI scheme was so 

important… and why I was keen. 

Philip’s own background in physiology research was a great example of investigator-led 

research. There may not have been much funding around at that time but there was freedom 

to pursue one’s interests, good mentorship and camaraderie. Those aspects of the research 

environment are equally important today.  

During Covid Philip chaired the data-modelling group of NPHET and was welcomed into the 

living rooms of the nation via RTE as he explained complex data with such clarity during a very 

disruptive period for society. He may speak about this himself, but the importance of 

fundamental research in seeking solutions to Covid, as well as collaboration with industry and 

multi-disciplinary approaches were ALL necessary to deal with the pandemic. 

Now as Director General of SFI he brings his experiences as a researcher and academic leader, 

as well as someone with an appreciation of multi-disciplinarity and research with IMPACT 

through his role during Covid.  

It is wonderful to have Philip with us in the south east today and I’d like to welcome him to 

say a few words. 


