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Mayor, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen – it is a pleasure to add my welcome to you this 

evening. I am delighted that this year’s meeting of the Political Science Association in Ireland is being 

hosted in South East Technological University, or SETU as we are known. 

SETU was formally established on the 1st May of this year as the fifth technological university in 

Ireland and I took up the role as President in July. Much is expected of these new technological 

universities, particularly their role in driving regional economic, cultural and civic prosperity, as well 

as pursuing excellence in research at regional, national and international level. 

SETU has been established on strong foundations from the legacy institutes of technology and is well 

placed to make its mark on the Irish higher education landscape, and I am honoured to be in the role 

as its inaugural President. 

I’ve been delighted to learn about the activities that go on in this university over the past few months 

and, although we have “Technological” in the title and excellent research and education in the STEM 

areas, we also have lots going on in the Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences. This broad-based 

disciplinary mix will be a strength in addressing the issues that our university will address from 

energy security and renewables, environmental issues, health, new technologies, big data and equity 

to name but a few, and I note that many of these topics will be discussed by the PSAI through the 

lens of political sciences. 

I’d like to congratulate the PSAI on this 40th Anniversary; I’m sure many distinguished political 

scientists have engaged with the PSAI over that time and cut their teeth in this academic forum. This 

is such an important association for advancing research on contemporary Ireland, placing Irish 

politics in a broader comparative perspective. I’ve looked at the programme and such an interesting 

array of topics are included which are each of vital importance to Ireland and beyond. 

I’d like to acknowledge the work that Jennifer Kavanagh, from our Department of Law and Criminal 

Justice in the School of Humanities, has done in convening this year’s event. Before I joined SETU I 

was in Trinity College and am delighted to see excellent PhD graduates from Trinity, such as Jennifer, 

having a successful career here in SETU. It’s also great for me to see familiar faces at this event such 

as Gail McElroy, as well as meet my new colleagues from the south east. 

So, thank you for the invitation to join you this evening and I wish you a productive and stimulating 

meeting of your Association. 


