
1 
 

SETU President, Professor Veronica Campbell 

Enterprise Ireland dinner speech 06.09.22 

Good evening. It’s lovely to join you this evening and I’d like to thank Enterprise Ireland for 

inviting me to this gathering. I’m joined here tonight by some of the senior team from South 

East Technological University such as Kathryn Kiely and Mark White, and Paddy Prendergast, 

Chair of our Governing Body.  

Tomorrow, Enterprise Ireland will hold their board meeting on the SETU campus and we are 

delighted to host them. Enterprise Ireland is a key strategic partner for us with many areas of 

collaboration; including the 4 Technology Gateways that are located across our campuses: 

SEAM, PMBRC, DESIGN+ and the Walton Institute. They are providing advanced services and 

supporting applied research for a large number of companies in advanced manufacturing, 

pharmaceutics, design and ICT. EI also supports our incubation centres and other initiatives 

such as our engagement with the European Regional Development Fund. 

Our engagements with EI allow SETU to support the interface between academia and 

enterprise, and such relationships are a cornerstone of what SETU is about. The remit of SETU 

is to support the skills and talent required by the region, to augment the R&D capability of 

the region and to play our role in helping businesses to innovate and scale. The proximity to 

a university is a key enabler and across the SE region no industry should be much more than 

30 minutes from SETU; many of you are in fact co-located or in the surrounding 

neighbourhood of an SETU campus. 

SETU was formally established on 1 May and I took up the role as president in mid-July. With 

18,000 students, 1,800 staff, five locations and delivering courses that span apprenticeships 

to PhDs, SETU is a significant arrival on the Irish university scene, and the south east is now a 

‘university region’. 

I am excited about the next few months as we are developing SETU’s first strategic plan. This 

will be a highly consultative process and the input of our stakeholders – all of you in this room 

this evening – will be critical to its success. Understanding your skills needs, deepening our 

relationships, mapping to regional strengths and emerging specialisms,  and positioning SETU 

as a transformational partner will all be part of that conversation. 

We have this incredible opportunity to drive regional innovation and economic, social and 

cultural prosperity; to reverse the brain-drain in the south east; to foster a genuinely 

entrepreneurial culture; and to improve educational access for all cohorts. SETU aims to be a 

leading European Technological University and that will bring new know-how and talent into 

the south east as well as disseminating the expertise and innovation of SETU and our partners 

globally. 
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You may be wondering what we will be focussing on in our forthcoming Strategic Plan? 

Broadly we will be concentrating on Access, Partnerships, Research and 

Skills/Entrepreneurship. 

We will be: 

- Improving access and providing flexible educational opportunities for all; 

- Developing and deepening regional and international partnerships with businesses, 

industry, the SME community, government, and with cultural and social organisations 

- Meeting regional and national skills requirements, developing future skills, and 

fostering an entrepreneurial culture and mindset in staff and students; 

- Building capacity for research, including increasing our numbers of PhD students in 

collaboration with local industry and enterprise. 

In order to achieve these goals, we will need to put the right structures in place, and that 

means the right physical structures. Campus development is a priority and is essential; SETU 

needs additional teaching, learning and research space to support its growth and trajectory.  

And it means the right organisational and administrative structures. We are a large, 

ambitious, multi-campus university, spread across the south east. This makes us a new type 

of university and there is real strength in a regional focus.  

I have been delighted to see the enormous enthusiasm there is for SETU across the region. 

The University is an integral part of the innovation ecosystem for the south east and my team 

and I, supported by our Governing Body, are committed to SETU playing a strong role in the 

development and prosperity of the region and its people. 

I look forward to getting to know you all in the coming weeks and months as we develop our 

inaugural strategic plan and begin to implement it. 

I wish the Board of Enterprise Ireland a productive meeting in the south east and I look 

forward to continuing collaboration. 


