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Ladies and gentlemen, it is my pleasure to welcome you to South East Technological University this 

afternoon for this important event on Energy and the Economy. While it is lovely to welcome people 

here in person, I’d also like to welcome those of you who are joining this hybrid event virtually. 

For those of you not so familiar with South East Technological University, or SETU as we are called, let 

me point out that this University was formally established in May of this year and it builds on the 

strong legacy of the former Waterford and Carlow IoTs. We are now a community of 18,000 students 

and 1,800 staff with strong ambition for our future. 

I am delighted that our School of Business has partnered with the European Commission 

Representation in Ireland and European Movement Ireland to discuss matters that impact on the rate 

of progression to renewable energy. We are at such a critical time for Europe’s energy security and 

sustainability, so it is very timely that this series of events has been scheduled.  

Although SETU is a Technological University with excellent activities in science, engineering and 

technology fields, we also have extant strengths in the arts, humanities and social sciences, including 

our School of Business. This is important as multi-disciplinary approaches are required to take a 

holistic approach to clean Energy, from the technical to the economic and the cultural and social. 

This was brought home to me earlier this week when I was in Brussels representing SETU at our 

European University Initiative which is called EU CONNEXUS. This is a partnership with 8 other 

European universities who have a shared focus on smart urban coastal sustainability and are coming 

together to collaborate on matters pertaining to the European Green Deal and Blue Economy. 

Transnational collaboration and a multi-disciplinary call to action were at the heart of that discussion, 

as well as the need to develop the skills that are required for the future, and the importance of 

industry and public agencies working with the university sector to find sustainable solutions. 

Through our education and research, SETU has an important role to play in addressing the multiple 

dimensions that underpin the transition to efficient clean energy. By collaborating on events such as 

this, we provide the forum and intellectual capital for public debate on the inter-relationship between 

energy and the economy in the context of today’s geopolitical and environmental challenges. 

I welcome our expert panel members today and wish everyone a stimulating and engaging discussion. 

It’s my pleasure to introduce Tim Hayes, Head of Communications, European Commission 

Representation in Ireland. 


