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Good morning – I am Veronica Campbell, President of South East Technological University 

and it is a pleasure to welcome you to our celebration of Ada Lovelace Day. 

I am sorry that I cannot be with you in person as today’s itinerary looks fantastic, but I’m 

delighted to be able to say a few words about Ada Lovelace, her example and her legacy.  

At a time of rapid digital transformation across industries and societies, as well as the need 

to encourage female participation in STEM, it is wonderful to reflect on Ada Lovelace as a 

trail-blazer for female scientists and an acknowledgment that original research may not be 

utilized for its important application for many decades. 

Ada Byron was born in 1815, the daughter of poet Lord Byron and Lady Byron. In 1838, Ada 

became Countess of Lovelace – Ada Lovelace as we know her today – when her husband 

became Earl of Lovelace. 

Ada was a studious child and was  encouraged to pursue logic and mathematics, but she had 

an ambition to develop a “poetical science” imbued with a highly original perspective. As a 

teenager she worked with the British mathematician, Charles Babbage who is known as "the 

father of computers".  

So enchanted was Ada by numbers that Babbage called her the “enchantress of number”. Her 

introduction to Babbage was mediated by her private tutor, Mary Somerville (the famous 

polymath). As an aside, an Oxford college is named after Somerville and she appears on the 

Scottish £10 pound note. 

Ada is best known for her sophisticated contributions to an early mechanical calculator, the 

“analytical engine” of Babbage, as it is referred to, but she could foresee greater applications 

for the machine than mere number crunching.  

The abstract world of mathematical operators appeared to be as accessible to her as poetic 

symbolisms to her father. Although historians may argue over priority claims for algorithms, 

Ada saw more clearly than most the use of numbers as symbols rather than mere quantitative 

measures. And symbolic logic in a calculating machine is the very basis of computation, both 

natural and artificial. In brief, she anticipated the power of the analytical machine one century 

before the capabilities of modern computers were realised.  

Ada died of cancer in 1852. As the importance of her contribution could not be appreciated 

until the full power of computation became commonplace, we have only recently 

commemorated her memory with posthumous awards and accolades.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord_Byron
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lady_Byron


 

A computer language called ADA was created by the US Department of Defense, the British 

Computer Society inaugurated a Lovelace Medal, Ada College is a further education college 

in London, and Ada Lovelace day is the second Tuesday of October, celebrated internationally 

as we are doing today. In 2020 Trinity College commissioned a bust of Ada for its Library and 

in 2022 a statue of Ada Lovelace was installed in the City of Westminster, London.   

When I read about Ada’s life and work, it is clear that she had great mentors in her scientific 

journey – Babbage, Faraday and Somerville amongst them – in other words, both female and 

male mentors. This is relevant today when we consider supporting early career researchers, 

as well as encouraging female participation in STEM. It is incumbent upon all of us working in 

higher education, and our own SETU community, to play a role in support and mentorship of 

the next generation, to encourage diverse ways of thinking and to recognise that today’s 

discoveries are tomorrow’s future. 

Ireland is the second largest exporter of computer and IT services in the world and many 

global leaders have a presence in this country, as well as ICT start-ups and scaling companies. 

The Irish research ecosystem is bursting with innovations in computer science. Many of these 

modern developments are built upon Ada Lovelace’s contributions and it is fitting that we in 

Ireland celebrate her work on this day in October, as many around the world celebrate her 

too.  

I am particularly delighted that SETU is participating in Ada Lovelace day this year. We have a 

strong portfolio of courses in computer science, our programmes support a vibrant tech 

industry in the south east, our students are in demand for internships and graduate 

employment in tech companies.  

SETU hosts the highly successful Technology Gateway in ICT. Ada Lovelace’s legacy continues 

to breath throughout the education and research of the south east and beyond. 

Ada was also a pioneer as a female scientist and 200 years on we are still trying to ensure 

balanced participation in STEM. SETU holds an Athena Swan Bronze award, and we provide a 

range of outreach activities to enthuse female students about science and help them to see 

themselves in a career in science and engineering.  

Holding up someone like Ada Lovelace helps to demonstrate that female scientists have 

existed, they continue to exist, and they can make a major contribution to the modern world. 

With that, I come to a female scientist and engineer who is very much a present-day 

inspirational role model and research leader. I would like to welcome Professor Orla Feely 

today, such a superb choice as keynote speaker. Orla is an engineer, successful academic 



researcher and respected academic leader. I am delighted that my colleagues in SETU will 

hear her speak this morning. 

I’d also like to thank Dr Diarmuid O’Briain for his leadership in SETU’s celebration of Ada 

Lovelace today.  Diarmuid took a proactive stance on this, supported by a working group and 

I’d like to thank everyone involved across our campuses. 

I wish you all an enjoyable and stimulating event today. 


