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This page will be updated as more queries arise.
Q1	Who can apply for funding under the 2025 PhD Scholarship Programme?
A	All SETU academic and research staff members who themselves have a PhD qualification and supervised PhD students to completion can apply.  
· If the PI applicant is on a temporary contract, they must include another SETU supervisor who has a contract of employment for the duration of the award.
· If the application is made by a PI who has not yet supervised a PhD student to completion, a co-supervisor who has brought a PhD student to successful completion must also form part of the supervisory team. In all instances, supervisory arrangements must comply with the Graduate Studies Operational Procedures and Degree Regulations that came into effect on the 1st September 2024.

Q2	Under a project we are considering submitting, the PI designate does not currently have a contract that extends for the duration of the scholarship. Is this an issue?
 A	The supervisory team must include a supervisor who has a contract of employment for the duration of the scholarship.

Q3	I have never supervised a PhD student before, am I eligible to apply as PI?
A	Yes, however, a co-supervisor who has supervised a PhD student to completion must also form part of the supervisory team.

Q4	Can a member of the supervisory team be external to SETU? For example, a supervisor from UCD that has significant supervisory experience to allow for the fact that the PI or other supervisors do not have experience in bringing a PhD student to completion. 
A	Yes, external co-supervisors, with expertise relevant to the project are welcome, provided the PI is based in SETU. Please refer to the Degree Regulations.

The Graduate Studies Office encourages advisors or external supervisors from campuses in our partner universities in EU-CONEXUS (see European Universities factsheet here.)

Q5	What is an Advisor?
An Advisor can be someone that is not part of the supervisory team but has a particular area of expertise that is required for the project (see 7.1 of the Graduate Studies Operational Procedures). 
Note: If you need to add an advisor, include their details on the application below the co-supervisor details.  You can add a CV for an advisor, but it is not mandatory. It is however mandatory for all co-supervisors to complete the CV template.

Q6	I intend to submit two applications to this call, one as ‘PI’ and one as ‘co-supervisor.’ Is this allowed?
A	Yes, one application per PI is permitted. If there is capacity you can also be named as co-supervisor on two additional applications.  All other terms and conditions must be adhered to as outlined in the Degree Regulations.

Q7	I do not intend to submit an application as a PI. How many applications can I be involved in as a member of the supervisory team?
A	If you are not applying as a PI, you may be named on three applications as a co-supervisor.

Q8	I was successful in a previous round of the SETU PhD Scholarship or Co-Fund Programme as a PI. Can I apply?
A	Yes, you may apply provided your HoD agrees, and you have capacity to supervise.

Q9	Is there a cap on the number of Supervisors? 
A	The supervision panel should reflect the expertise and disciplinary range required to support the research student.  This should be the primary consideration.  

We advise a maximum of four (including the PI), as more can be difficult to manage post-award but you may have more if needed to include certain expertise. 

Q10	The documentation states that applications from new supervisors are encouraged and will be considered favourably. What does this mean?
A	One of the objectives of the PhD programme is to build internal research capacity.  This includes supervision capacity, therefore applications from new supervisors are encouraged. 

Q11	I am based in one school but wish to submit an application under another school, is this possible?
A	Both the student and the project must be located in the same School/Faculty.  Therefore, a project must be signed off by the HoD where the student and the PI will be based and, also signed off by any other School involved.

The student will be registered and situated on the campus where the PI is based and the campus where the School/Faculty is situated. 
 
Q12	Does the project require ethical approval prior to submission?
A	Where projects require ethical approval, this must be obtained within 6 months of the commencement date.  

Q13	What is the duration of a fully funded SETU PhD Scholarship?
A	The maximum funding duration of a SETU Scholarship is 48 months. 

Q14	Who submits the application?
A	Applications should be submitted electronically by the PI to scholarships2025@setu.ie by the Call deadline. The subject line MUST include the PI’s name and the name of the programme for which you are applying i.e. Joe Bloggs - SETU PhD Scholarship Programme 2025.

Q15	How long should the application be?
A	The maximum limit is 11 pages excluding appendices and declaration sheet. The supervisor profile page may be duplicated to provide co-supervisor details. The PI profile must not exceed four pages.  Co-supervisor profiles must not exceed three pages. 
The review panel are not obliged to consider applications which:
· exceed the stated page limit
· do not use the template provided
· exceed the word count.

Q16	If there is an area of the application that does not apply to me, should I leave it blank or insert N/A?
A	Include N/A, unless otherwise indicated (e.g. some sections state to delete rows as applicable).

Q17	Are electronic signatures acceptable if it is not possible to obtain an original signature before the submission deadline?
A	Applications may be submitted with an electronic signature embedded in the application i.e.  JPEG, PGN, etc., however, successful applicants will be required to provide original signatures at a later stage.
	
Q18	Can the ‘notes’ at the top of Page 1 of the application form be removed so that the project title box appears at the top of the page?
A	Yes. The notes are for guidance purposes as you complete the form.

Q19	Should a supervisor’s CV be completed for a co-supervisor?
A	All members of the proposed supervisory team must provide a CV, using the template provided.
	Advisors may include details of their expertise or how they add value to the project.  They may also like to provide a letter of support, but it is not compulsory. 

Q20	Can a CV extend beyond 3 pages? 
A	The purpose of the CV is to demonstrate expertise and experience in the area of research.
	The CV for the PI can extend to four pages maximum and three pages maximum for a co-supervisor. 

Q21	Will evaluators be required to sign a non-disclosure form?
A	Yes. All members of the evaluation panels will be required to sign non-disclosure and declaration of conflict-of-interest forms in advance.

Q22	Who will review the SETU PhD Scholarship proposals?
A	Applications will be reviewed by a panel of internal and external experts.

Q23	Will feedback on unsuccessful applications be provided?
A	Yes.

Q24	When will the scholarships be awarded?
A	Notification of the outcome of the evaluation of applications will be as soon as possible after the call deadline, subject to funding availability.

Q25	What is the period expected for the review process? 
A	Reviews typically take 3 - 4 weeks. The results will be announced as soon as all external evaluators have returned their reviews. 

Q26	Can this award be used to fund a part-time student?
A	No.  This scheme is only for full-time students.

Q27	Are there any teaching requirements for the PhD candidate under this scholarship?
A	No, this is not a requirement.   If PhD candidates wish to avail of teaching hours, this is a matter for the School/Department, and they must be remunerated. 

Q28	If successful, can a supervisor use some of the research costs towards their own travel, training, or other project-related expenses?
A	No. Please note the SETU PhD Scholarship Programme supports expenses to enable the PhD scholar to carry out the research project, including essential research supplies such as small consumables; books and journals; pay as you go access to national research infrastructure; software and hardware critical for the research; conference travel and participation; generic and/or specialist disciplinary skills training; publishing and write-up costs. 

Q29	I have some funding from another source for a project. Can I use this award in whatever way I see fit?
A	No, there are clear budget categories for the programme.

Q30	If a project is successful, can an international student apply?
A	Yes, the award will cover all fees for both national and international students. 

Q31	I am a postgraduate student, or I would like to be a postgraduate student at SETU, how do I apply?
A 	This scheme is only open to SETU PhD Supervisors to apply for a scholarship award. If successful, scholarships will be advertised, and selection of the PhD candidate will be by interview, as per the SETU Graduate-Studies-Operational-Procedures.pdf.
Q32	Can I use this funding to fund my own PhD? 
A	No.  Applications must be submitted by a member of staff who has a PhD.  If a PI is successfully awarded, the PhD scholarship position will be advertised, and a student recruited through the normal recruitment procedures, in line with SETU Graduate-Studies-Operational-Procedures.pdf.

Call Website SETU PhD Scholarship Programme

Please direct all queries to scholarships2025@setu.ie 

Call Terms & Conditions

Application Form
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