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SETU PHD SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME 2025



APPLICATION FORM


Note: Please delete these notes before submitting your application.
 

1) The Terms and Conditions of the 2025 SETU PhD Scholarship Programme must be read prior to completing this application form.

2) Completed application forms must not exceed 11 pages in length (excluding appendices, declaration sheet and CVs).  Applications over 11 pages will not be reviewed by evaluators. Please note the CV template provided forms part of this application.

3) Appendices consist of supervisor CVs (to a maximum of three pages each), reference list and letters of support, where applicable.  A PI’s CV can extend to four pages.

4) Please ensure that all sections of the form are completed fully. 

5) You may delete guiding notes to maintain the page limit required. 

6) All sections must be typed in at least 11-point font and single line spacing.

Return the completed application form by e-mail to scholarships2025@setu.ie in Word format by the Call deadline of 16:00 GMT on the 19th September 2025.  The subject line must include the applicant’s name followed by the name of the scholarship programme.



Indicative Schedule[endnoteRef:1] [1: ] 


	Call Schedule
	Date

	Call Launch
	 12th June 2025

	Application Deadline   
	 19th September 2025 at 16:00 GMT

	Call Outcome  
	 October 2025 

	PhD Student Recruitment  
	 From November 2025

	PhD Commencement 
	 Semester 2, 2025-2026



  
i The above schedule may be subject to change.




Principal Investigator Details
	Name
	

	School/Faculty
	

	Department
	

	Research Group / Centre / CORE 
	

	Phone No
	

	E-mail address
	

	ORCID ID (or other profile link such as Pure)
	




Details of other Supervisory Team Members 
	
	Co-supervisor 1  
	Co–supervisor 2 (if applicable)

	Name 
	
	

	Institution
	
	

	School/Faculty  
	
	

	Department
	
	

	Research Group / Centre / CORE
	
	

	Phone No
	
	

	E-mail address
	
	

	ORCID ID (Or other profile link such as Pure)
	
	



Co-supervisors may be external to SETU.  Please refer to the Call Terms & Conditions.


	Project Title: Insert Title here


	Abstract (200 words max.)

	The abstract should provide the reader with a clear understanding of the objectives of the proposal, how they will be achieved and the potential application of the research findings.  Please ensure this can be understood by non-specialists, as well as peers. The abstract should not contain any confidential information. 

	11-point font and single line spacing 








*11 pages start from here. You can remove the description text if needed to save space

	Section 1 - Proposal Quality (40 marks) Complete in conjunction with T&Cs Section 5.1	

	1.1 Research Proposal

	Your research proposal should address:
1. Aims, objectives and central research question/hypothesis under investigation.
2. Methodology to include, for example, investigative and analytic methods, and theoretical frameworks. 
3. Research schedule to include Programme of Work and Project Schedule envisaged, including an outline of deliverables and significant milestones (charts and diagrams may be included).
4. Description of the relationship of the project to existing state of the art. Suggest how the project will make a new contribution to knowledge. Outline the originality and innovative nature of the proposed project. (Do not provide bibliographical lists or footnotes here).
5. Interdisciplinarity: Outline, where applicable, how different disciplines from STEM and STEAM will work together in the proposed research in a multi-faceted and holistic way.

	11-point font and single line spacing







	1.2 Ethics Statement 

	Outline any ethical considerations regarding your proposed research.  Research ethics applies to all researchers who conduct research that involves human and animal subjects and will require ethical approval. For example, surveys, interviews, taking samples, and working with animals require ethical approval, etc. Please see SETU Research Ethics webpage.


	11-point font and single line spacing 
	





	1.3 Export Control Statement

	Outline any export control considerations regarding your proposed research.  Export controls apply to all research which may be used for dual use.  Please see SETU Export Control webpage.


	11-point font and single line spacing 
	





	1.4 Gender/Sex Dimension

	Provide a brief statement outlining how you have considered the Gender/Sex Dimension to your proposed research.  How will this be handled over the course of the research project?  Sex and gender analysis applies broadly to anything with a human endpoint, this includes many areas in the biological sciences and any area of engineering with a human user or interface.  Sex is also relevant in animal studies. Guidance on preparing this statement can be found here. 

	11-point font and single line spacing 







	1.5 Data Management

	Provide a data management plan which addresses the following:
· How will data be exploited and/or shared/made accessible for verification and reuse?
· How will data be curated and preserved?
· If applicable, how do you plan to make data FAIR (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable and Reusable)?
· If data cannot be made available, please explain why.
Please see Data Management Guidance for SETU here.

	11-point font and single line spacing






	Section 2 - Training and Career Development Plan (15 marks) Complete in conjunction with T&Cs Section 5.2

	Provide details of training and career development objectives including structured elements which will be provided to the postgraduate candidate at Research Centre/School/Faculty/Departmental and at institutional level. Describe any specialist knowledge/data required to undertake the project (e.g. technical skills, use of specialist software, etc). Describe plans for acquiring this knowledge/data. Outline, where applicable, how the PhD candidate will benefit by having access to other national/international academic research centres. Provide details of discipline specific, technical and transferable skills training that will be provided. 

	11-point font and single line spacing




	Section 3 - Dissemination, Communication and Impact (15 marks) Complete in conjunction with T&Cs Section 5.3

	Outline how results of the project will be disseminated.  Demonstrate how the project will add value leading to greater sustainability of research at SETU.  Demonstrate the potential impact of the research nationally and internationally.  What is the potential impact and benefit of the proposed research for society and the economy? Ensure high quality plans for dissemination (to scientific audiences) and communication (to non-expert groups), include pertinent activities to relevant stakeholders.

	11-point font and single line spacing






	Section 4 - Relevance of proposal to the research strategy of the University, relevant national and EU policy, together with relevance to the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and Grand Challenges (10 marks) Complete in conjunction with T&Cs Section 5.4

	Outline the relevance of the research proposal to the University and Schools/Faculties, Departments, RII and teaching strategies.  Include details of any supports available through the school e.g. lab/space, materials, equipment, travel costs, or consumables.  Outline relevance to SDGs and Grand Challenges.  Also include, if applicable, any support made available to the PhD candidate by external collaborators. 

	11-point font and single line spacing








	Section 5 - Overview of your research: Experience of supervisory team in the relevant area (20 marks) Complete in conjunction with T&Cs Section 5.5

	Provide a brief overview of your supervisory team composition and how the proposed research proposal complements your area of expertise. The evaluators will be asked to review this in conjunction with your CV and the CVs of your co-supervisors.

	11-point font and single line spacing (Max 500 words as this section is supplemented by your CVs) 





*11 pages end here



Project Budget
All awards are subject to satisfactory progress assessed through successful completion of the annual progress monitoring process outlined in SETU’s  Graduate Studies Operational Procedures
and Degree Regulations.

PhD Project Funding Structure 
	Scholarship
	Award Maximum Value (48 Months) 
	Stipend p.a.
	Expenses p.a.
	Postgraduate Tuition Fees p.a.

	SETU PhD Scholarship 2025
	€121,000 - €125,000
	€22,500
	€2,000 research expenses with an additional €1,000 for lab-based projects where justified.
	A maximum value of €5,750





Project Budget
	
Max budget available €121,000 or *€125,000 (*if lab-based materials are justifiable)


	
Total Postgraduate Student Stipend - €22,500 p.a. for 4 years

	
€90,000


	
Postgraduate fees are included to a maximum value of €5,750 p.a. for 4 years (*this will be adjusted to the relevant fee rate at the time of enrolment) 

	
€23,000

	
Research Costs - Over the four-year period, a maximum budget of either €8,000 or €12,000 will be allocated to cover costs for materials, consumables and travel to support the PhD candidate.  Provide details below including justification on the allocation of such costs.

Details of Research Costs


	







	Total Requested Budget (Insert whichever is applicable)
	€121,000 or €125,000


















CV Template – Principal Investigator

Principal Supervisor Profile (max 4 pages)
	Personal details

	Name
	

	Highest level of qualification and awarding body
	

	Have you previously supervised a PhD student to completion?
	Yes/No

	If yes, please provide details
	

	Can you confirm you have a contract with SETU for longer than 48 months 
	Yes/No 



	Overview of your research

	Provide a brief overview of your career track record to date, research interests and key achievements, and a statement of how the proposed research proposal complements your existing research.

	




	                     Current postgraduate research students (add/delete rows where necessary)

	Student Name
	Title of Thesis
	 PhD or Masters
	Expected Year of Completion

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	                            Postgraduate students graduated to date (add/delete rows where necessary)

	Student Name
	Title of Thesis
	PhD or Masters
	Year of Graduation

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



	Publications 

	List all relevant publications over the last five years. Categorise accordingly (e.g. books, book chapters, journals, conference proceedings, conference paper, poster presentation, exhibitions) and include date of publication. Ensure that your primary research outputs are prioritised, however, reviews, essays and any other secondary-research articles relevant to this application may also be listed.

	




	Research funding secured (add/delete rows where necessary)

	 Date
	Project Title
	Funding Programme
	Value 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	





	Esteem indicators

	Esteem indicators vary considerably from discipline to discipline, but typical examples include membership of academic societies, membership of international editorial or review boards, receipt of prestigious prizes, hosting conferences or curation of notable events.

	




	Other research impact indicators: Key Achievements in Research Excellence & Impact

	Where relevant, give details of other research impact indicators e.g. transfer of knowledge such as input to new course development/specialist training, policy briefs/papers, consultancy, patents filed, licenses, enterprise created or supported.  You may include (but are not restricted to): 
· Key achievements in the generation of knowledge
· Key achievements in the development of individuals
· Key achievements supporting the broader society and the economy 
· Key achievements supporting the research community 
For each example given, provide an outline of the stated achievement, what specific role you played, why you think it is important, any benefit to the field and, where relevant, the resulting impact.  

	




	Research and learning networks 

	Provide details of any academic, industry or professional networks in which you are involved that will enhance the PhD candidate’s learning experience.

	 








This template may be duplicated for co-supervisors and can extend to a maximum of 3 pages per co-supervisor

CV Template - Co-Supervisor

Co-Supervisor Profile (max 3 pages)
	Personal details

	Name
	

	Highest level of qualification and awarding body
	

	Link to SETU staff profile (if applicable)
	

	Have you previously supervised a PhD student to completion?
	Yes/No

	If yes, please provide details
	




	Overview of your research

	Provide a brief overview of your career track record to date, research interests, key achievements and a statement of how the proposed research proposal complements your existing research programme.

	





	                      Current postgraduate students (add/delete rows where necessary)

	Student Name
	Title of Thesis
	 PhD
	Expected Year of Completion

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	                            Postgraduate students graduated to date (add/delete rows where necessary)

	Student Name
	Title of Thesis
	PhD
	Year of Graduation

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



	Publications

	List all relevant publications over the last five years. Categorise accordingly (e.g. books, book chapters, journals, conference proceedings, conference paper, poster presentation, exhibitions) and include date of publication. Ensure that your primary research outputs are prioritised, however, reviews, essays and any other secondary-research articles relevant to this application may also be listed.

	




	Research funding secured (add/delete rows where necessary)

	 Date
	Project Title
	Funding Programme
	Value 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



	Esteem indicators

	Esteem indicators vary considerably from discipline to discipline, but typical examples include membership of academic societies, membership of international editorial or review boards, receipt of prestigious prizes, hosting conferences or curation of notable events.

	




	Other research impact indicators: Key Achievements in Research Excellence & Impact

	Where relevant, give details of other research impact indicators e.g. transfer of knowledge such as input to new course development/specialist training, policy briefs/papers, consultancy, patents filed, licenses, enterprise created or supported.  You may include (but are not restricted to): 
· Key achievements in the generation of knowledge
· Key achievements in the development of individuals
· Key achievements supporting broader society and the economy 
· Key achievements supporting the research community 
For each example given, provide an outline of the stated achievement, what specific role you played, why you think it is important, any benefit to the field and, where relevant, the resulting impact.  

	




	Research and learning networks 

	Provide details of any academic, industry or professional networks in which you are involved which will enhance the PhD candidate’s learning experience.

	 





 






DECLARATION


· I hereby declare that I have read the SETU PhD Scholarship Programme 2025 Terms & Conditions and agree to be bound by them. 

· All information reported in this application is true and accurate.  




	Signature
(Principal Investigator)
	
	
Date
	



	
Signature
(Co-Supervisor)
	
	
Date
	


	

Signature
(Co-Supervisor)
	
	
Date  
	





	Signature
(Head of Department)
	
	
Date  
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