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1. 
INTRODUCTION

The following is a review report to Academic Council from the panel of assessors on the proposal from the Faculty of Humanities at South East Technological University to change certain aspects of the Bachelor of Arts (H), Bachelor of Arts (H) (International), Bachelor of Arts (H) in Psychology, and Bachelor of Arts (H) in Psychology (International) through the University’s Course Evaluation Stage 3 (CE3) process.  In accordance with the regulations governing the evaluation of new programme proposals, as set out in the South East Technological University Programme Quality Assurance Enhancement Policy and Procedures, the programme proposal was reviewed by a panel of assessors. 

The panel of assessors who contributed to this report were: 
· Dr Sinéad O’Halloran, Academic Council Representative, South East Technological University (Chair)
· Dr Liam Carr, Head of Department of Geography, University of Galway
· Dr Jos Dornschneider-Elkink, Head of School of Politics and International Relations, University College Dublin
· Prof Julien Mercille, Head of School of Geography, University College Dublin
· Dr Colette Moloney, Assistant Registrar, South East Technological University 
· Dr Iain Wickham, Principal, Enniscorthy Community College
· Dr Owen Worth, Head of Department of Politics and Public Administration, University Limerick

In accordance with the regulations set out in the aforementioned Programme Quality Assurance Enhancement Policy and Procedures, a review meeting took place on 13 December 2024. The following members of the South East Technological University team were present: 
· Dr Suzanne Denieffe, Head of Faculty of Humanities South East Technological University 
· Dr Susan O’Flynn, Head of Department of Arts, South East Technological University 
· Dr Claire Cullen, Lecturer, Department of Arts, South East Technological University
· Dr Séamus Dillon, Academic Integration Lead, South East Technological University
· Dr Emmet Fox, Lecturer, Department of Arts, South East Technological University
· Erin McNamara-Cullen, Lecturer, Department of Arts, South East Technological University
· Michelle Maher, Lecturer EU-CONEXUS, South East Technological University	
· Dr Richard Milner, Lecturer, Department of Arts, South East Technological University
· Joy Rooney, Lecturer, Department of Arts, South East Technological University
· Michael Tobin, Lecturer, Department of Arts, South East Technological University


The assessors wish to thank the members of the development team for engaging generously and openly with the review process. 

 SUMMARY RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONDITIONS

2.1	General Remarks
The panel commends the Faculty on proposing two comprehensive, well-balanced and varied subject curriculums in Geography, and Politics and Society which encompass the core discipline areas in addition to current issues and challenges in the subjects. The panel recommends approval of the changes proposed for the Bachelor of Arts (H), Bachelor of Arts (H) (International), Bachelor of Arts (H) in Psychology, and Bachelor of Arts (H) in Psychology (International) until the next Programmatic Review in the Faculty of Humanities. Approval is conditional on the submission of a revised programme document that takes account of the conditions and recommendations outlined below; and the submission of a summary document describing the responses and actions of the Department to address the conditions and recommendations made by the review panel. 

Areas for attention have been emboldened in the text for convenience of reference. Action is required on items marked ‘Conditions’ and such action is mandatory if the programme is to be approved; action is highly recommended on items marked ‘Recommendations’. 
 
2.2	Conditions
· Due to scheduling constraints, it will not be possible to allow BA (H) in Psychology and BA (H) in Psychology (International) students to choose their modules from any of those offered on the corresponding BA (H) programme. The Faculty should revised the proposed programme schedules for the BA (H) in Psychology and BA (H) in Psychology (International) to ensure that only one module each in Geography, and Politics and Sociology is available for Semesters 1 and 2, and two modules each for Semester 3-6. 

· The title of the BA (H) in Psychology international programme is given as Bachelor of Arts (H) in Psychology (International) in the proposal document but the current official title for the programme is Bachelor of Arts (H) in Psychology with Arts (International). The Faculty should either seek Academic Council approval to amend the approved programme title to Bachelor of Arts (H) in Psychology (International) or reflect the current official title in the CE3 proposal document.

· While there was a good range of assessment proposed across the programme, greater consideration should be given to the range of assessment within modules, particularly those which currently rely on a single type of assessment e.g. those using essay or presentation as the sole means of assessment. Greater diversity in assessment within modules would help to accommodate different learning styles and the team should also be cognisant of the challenges of AI when reconsidering assessment.

· The position of the modules ‘Legitimation and Crisis Politics’ and ‘Comparative Politics’ on the programme should be reconsidered. The former is a non-core, specialist module but is mandatory for all Politics and Society students in Semester 4 whereas the latter covers more core material but is an elective module in Semester 6. The ‘Legitimation and Crisis Politics’ and ‘Comparative Politics’ should therefore be swopped so that ‘Comparative Politics’ becomes a mandatory module in Semester 4 and ‘Legitimation and Crisis Politics’ an elective in Semester 6.

· The Faculty should undertake a full mapping of modules to available resources (teaching, physical and technology/equipment) and ensure that any additional teaching or other resources required are put in place prior to offering the new subject areas to students.




Recommendations
· The mapping of module to programme learning outcomes should be reviewed. Currently, there is significant divergence between the number of module outcomes which contribute to individual programme outcomes. The team should wholistically consider the mapping of module learning outcomes to programme learning outcomes to identify opportunities for individual modules to contribute to the achievement of a greater variety of  programme outcomes.

· The team should reconsider the objective, nature and purpose of the module ‘Key Themes in Politics’ and where it sits in the programme. Once the purpose and curriculum of the module has been decided, the title of the module should be reviewed to ensure that it aligns with the module content.

· While there are some exemplar module learning outcomes, the team should review the module learning outcomes overall, particularly those in ‘Advanced’ modules, to ensure that all are expressed in language appropriate to the level. The module descriptors should be reviewed to ensure that all have been fully completed.
· The Faculty/team should reconsider the proposed ‘Human Geography’ subject title and amend to one which better reflects the nature of the subject programme and curriculum and which would be recognisable to the prospective students, their parents, and future employers e.g. Geography, Sustainability and the Environment, or any order or combination of same.
· Consideration should be given to using QGIS as a teaching aid in lieu of ARC.
· The following are recommendations on individual modules:
	Module Title
	Recommendation

	‘Climate Change and the Internet’ &
‘Climate Governance’
	The team should consider the optimum order in which these modules should be delivered on the programme to provide a logical progression of material and a better learning experience for students.

	‘Feminist and Gendered Geographies’
	The team should could reconsider the title of the module to avoid highlighting a particular gender typegive it a broader reach, e.g. “Gender and Geography”, although the current title is also fine if preferred.

	‘Sustainable Consumption’
	The module should be more structured and incorporate relevant theory. The changing demands and needs of individuals re consumption at the different life stages should be articulated and literature re life course included. There should be clarity on which cohorts (e.g. individuals, households, communities et cetera) are being considered in the module. The team should consider if a different module title (e.g. Sustainable Practices in Everyday Life, or similar) would better reflect the nature of the module.

	‘Gender and Politics’
	The reading lists should be reviewed to ensure that core general seminal texts are included.

	‘Global Politics’
	This module should be reconsidered and revised to remove the overlap with the module ‘International Political Economy’, and the reading lists should be reviewed.

	‘International Political Economy’
	The overlap with the ‘Global Politics’ module should be resolved and the delivery of the module should be tailored to the requirements and perspective of the Bachelor of Arts students.

	‘Political Theory’
	Depending on the direction of the revisions in the ‘Key Themes in Politics’ module, it may be necessary to consider a title change for the ‘Political Theory’ module.

	‘Politics and Local Government’
	The reading lists should be reviewed to avoid an over emphasis on Ireland-related texts and to include more general theory texts on comparative local government.

	
	

	
	

	
	





Signed: 		[image: A close up of a sign

Description automatically generated]________________________
			Dr Sinéad O’Halloran (Chair)


Date: 			18/12/2024_________________________
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